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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, September 6, 2006, 

 9:30 a.m. 

SPECIAL CALLED WORK/VOTING SESSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
OPEN MEETING:  Mayor Hirling opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Hirling, Council Members Jim Herold, Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski, 
Mary Jones and Jan Smith.  Also in attendance were City Manager Bill Andrew, City Clerk 
Melissa McCain, City Planner Riker and City Attorney Richard Carothers. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
2nd reading – Ordinance 340 – Set Ad Valorem tax rate 2006 and to levy said tax upon all 
property. 
 
Attorney Carothers read Ordinance 340. 
 
There was a motion made to approve Ordinance 340 
 
MOTION: Jim Herold 
SECOND: Pat Zalewski 
AYES:  Jim Herold, Allen Bryans, Mary Jones, Pat Zalewski and Jan Smith. 
NAYES: None 
Motion carried 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1st Read - Ordinance 239B & 240B – Amending the conceptual site plan and original conditions 
of approval relating to Ordinance 239 and 240 for the master planned community – Sterling on 
the Lake. 
 
City Planner Riker reviewed the request and advised that the applicant, Kevin O’Neil with 
Newland Communities was present for any questions. 
 
Planner Riker further advised that there was a public hearing regarding this request on 08-23-
06. 
 
Attorney Carothers read Ordinance 239B & 240B. 
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There was a motion made to approve the first reading of Ordinance 239B & 240 B as read. 
 
MOTION: Jim Herold 
SECOND: Allen Bryans 
AYES:  Jan Smith, Mary Jones, Pat Zalewski, Jim Herold and Allen Bryans 
NAYS: None 
Motion carried 
 
Resolution 06-132 – Approving the final plat map for 79 lots – Sterling on the Lake 
 
Planner Riker advised that all items are in order and financial obligation have been met for 
consideration of approval of the final plat map. 
 
Attorney Carothers read Resolution 06-132. 
 
There was a motion made to approve Resolution 06-132 as read. 
 
MOTION: Pat Zalewski 
SECOND: Allen Bryans 
AYES:  Mary Jones, Pat Zalewski, Jim Herold, Allen Bryans and Jan Smith  
NAYS: None 
Motion carried 
 
1st reading – Ordinance 54D – An Ordinance to provide qualifications for the issuance of an 
alcohol beverage license.  
 
Attorney Carothers read Ordinance 54D. 
 
Council inquired on what exactly the changes were.   
 
Attorney Carothers advised that he would have a memo to the Council with each change 
indicated prior to the final reading on September 20, 2006. 
 
There was a motion made to approve the first reading of Ordinance 54D 
 
MOTION: Jim Herold 
SECOND: Pat Zalewski 
AYES:  Pat Zalewski, Jim Herold, Allen Bryans, Jan Smith and Mary Jones 
NAYS: None 
Motion carried 
 
There was a consensus of the City Council to direct the City Attorney to re-write the current 
alcohol license ordinances. 
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
Discussion – Items for auction  
 
City Clerk McCain  advised the Council that a list of items for auction were attached and that 
she had contacted retired auctioneer Ray Edge who advised he could conduct the auction for a 
fee of $500.00. 
 
After discussing different option for the auction process there was a consensus of the Council 
direct Clerk McCain to research the utilization of Georgia Municipal Associations online auction 
service.  
 
Further the consensus was to sell all the computer equipment in one or two lots as opposed to 
selling each item separately and all shipping costs will be incurred by the purchaser. 
 
Discussion - uncollectible utility bills  
 

City Clerk McCain advised the Council that the City bills utilities a month behind. The bills 
that went out September 1st are from 7-15-06/08-15-06.  Most of the customers that owe 
are renters that leave the location without a forwarding address or information. A 
minimum bill for a Sewer/Water/Garbage customer is $42.68.  With the City billing a 
month behind when a customer moves out of a home/apt. and cuts off service there is 
current bill plus the final bill.  If you add two months of minimum bills the amount totals 
$85.36. If there is an increase do to the bond, this minimum amount will also increase.  
On a regular basis most of the city customers use more than the minimum (2500 gals) in 
a one month period which increases the amount due. If the City were to collect an 
additional $50.00 deposit upon a new service request then half the customers currently 
on the uncollectible list would not be considered uncollectible because the deposit would 
cover the final bill amount. 
 
There was a consensus of the City Council to direct the City Attorney to draft a resolution to 
increase the amount of the utility deposit by $50.00 making the total deposit $150.00. The 
resolution would take effect October 1st, 2006. 
 
Clerk McCain advised that there is currently $32,562.63 worth of uncollectible utility bills.  
Second letters went out regarding the delinquent amount.  However, many debtors have moved 
and no forwarding address information is available. 
 
After some discussion Council directed Clerk McCain to retrieve a list of Gainesville water 
customers and research possible new addresses for debtors.   
 
Further there was a consensus of the City Council to direct Clerk McCain to write off any 
uncollectible amount under $100.00.  Any amount $100.00 or more will be sent to RDS Debt 
Collection Services for collections and placed on the debtors’ credit report. 
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City Clerk McCain discussed the idea of making the owner of the property responsible for the 
water bill as opposed to a renter.  If the owner is responsible for the amount then legally the City 
can cut the water off for non-payment.  As it stands currently the City can not deny water service 
to a new tenant for a past tenant delinquent account. 
 
There was a consensus of the City Council to direct the City Attorney to draft an Ordinance 
requiring the owner of a residence to be responsible for the utility bill as of January 1st, 2007.  
Further the Clerk was directed to issue letters to all renters and owners of the ordinance once it 
is approved. 
 
Regarding non-payments for garbage and sewer services there was a consensus of the Council 
to direct the attorney to research avenues the City can take regarding the non-payment. 
 
ATTORNEY REPORT: 
 
No report 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
Discussion – Encroachment - 5511 Main Street 
 
Planner Riker informed the Council that a request has been submitted to the Historic Committee 
to have a fabric awning constructed over 5511 Main Street.  The applicant claims that since the 
old awning was removed the building has received water damage and the construction of a new 
awning will prevent future rain damage. 
 
There was some discussion and a consensus of the City Council to direct staff to advise the 
applicant that an awning would need to be constructed for the connecting (5509 Main Street) 
building also and that the Historic Commission should research and submit a recommendation 
to the City Council.   
 
It was noted that the request would need to take into account the TE Grant and renovation of 
the downtown area. 
 
COUNCIL REPORT: 
 
Councilman Bryans requested that staff research the filling of the pothole on Spring Street that 
was created when the water line was replaced/repaired. 
 
Councilman Bryans inquired on the status of the City working on the Mitchell street driveway. 
 
City Manager Andrew advised that he would research both issues. 
 
Mayor Hirling advised that she had been in contact with Billy Parrish from the Department of 
Community Affairs and was advised that the City of Flowery Branch was now in good standing 
and that the Better Hometown Program has been re-instated.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There was a motion made to adjourn the Special Called Work/Voting Session meeting at 10:34 
am. 
 
MOTION: Jim Herold 
SECOND: Pat Zalewski  
AYES:  Allen Bryans, Jim Herold, Mary Jones, Pat Zalewski and Jan Smith. 
NAYES: None 
Meeting adjourned at 10:34 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________                    _______________                   ____________________ 
City Clerk - Melissa McCain   Date          Mayor Diane Hirling 

 


